
The Tuolumne River Management Plan balances the water and hydroelectric needs of the people and farms in the northern 
portion San Joaquin Valley with the impact it has on the surrounding area. It is the result of dozens of site-specific scientific 
studies. This plan addresses the benefits and costs of numerous proposals from government agencies and other stakeholders. 

Where can I learn more?
Visit our website at tid.org/donpedro for the latest information on the 
Don Pedro Project, or call us at 209.883.8364.
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BALANCING INTERESTS

Balancing needs case study: 
Fall Run Chinook Salmon & Rainbow Trout

The Don Pedro Project 

Interests a�ected by the Don Pedro Project
Since the Don Pedro Dam was originally constructed in 1923, Turlock Irrigation 
District and Modesto Irrigation District have played an important role in 
protecting and balancing interests along the Tuolumne River and ensuring the 
protection of its unique role in California’s water system.  

Through the Tuolumne River Management Plan, the Districts are focused on 
applying the best available science to factors within our control and watershed 
by providing solutions that benefit all stakeholders, customers and the greater 
community.

Fisheries: Native 
fish, including the  

Rainbow Trout and Fall 
Run Chinook Salmon, rely 

on strategically timed water 
flows. These needs are often 
conflict with one another.

Water Supply: The Don Pedro 
Project stores 2,030,000 
acre-feet of water. This 

provides water for tens of 
thousands of people 

and farms even 
during extended 

droughts.

Local 
Economy: 

The Don Pedro 
Project provides water 

that sustains the $4 
billion-dollar agriculture 

industry. This accounts for 
18,000 jobs in Merced and 

Stanislaus County.

Flood Control: The Project plays a 
key role regulating the flow of the 
Tuolumne River, keeping water 

in the river in dry years and 
preventing flooding in wet 

years.
Recreation: More than 
14 million people have 

visited Don Pedro Lake since 
1971 to enjoy boating, fishing, 

camping 

       Hydroelectricity: The Don 
Pedro Project has the capacity to 

generate 203 megawatts of 
electricity. This uses water 

already flowing through 
the dam to benefit 
more than 575,000 

people.

Fall Run Chinook Salmon 
swim upstream to spawn 
in the fall while juveniles 

migrate downstream
in the spring

Rainbow Trout
thrive in the cool 
water released by the 
Don Pedro Project

Putting it all together
More than three dozen independent scientific 

studies were commissioned to examine conditions 
in and around the Tuolumne River, and the impact 

of the Don Pedro Project. The relicensing plan 
carefully considered the results and 

recommendations of these studies, to see how they 
would impact one another. The final result offers the 

greatest overall benefit after balancing all available options.


